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General Marking Guidance 

 All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must 
mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

 Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions. 

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according 
to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

 There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 
should be used appropriately. 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 
answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 
worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

 Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may 
be limited. 

 When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 
consulted. 

 Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it with an alternative response. 
 

Assessment Objectives 
 
AO1 Understand and respond in writing to a range of English texts 

A. Understand the overall message of a text 
B. Understand in detail a range of texts, identifying finer points of detail 
C. Distinguish between facts, ideas and opinions 
D. Identify a writer's viewpoint and attitude, stated and implied 

AO2 Write clear, relevant texts in English on a range of subjects 
A. Demonstrate appropriate use of paragraphing, punctuation and 

spelling 
B. Write in a range of registers to fit the context and the audience 
C. Demonstrate a control of a range of vocabulary and a variety of 

grammatical structures 
D. Summarise information provided in text form for a given purpose and 

audience 
 



 

READING 

Questions 1-10   

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

If the candidate gives more than one answer and the correct answer is present, mark 
it INCORRECT. 
1 H 1 (AO1a) 
2 E 1 (AO1a) 
3 I 1 (AO1a) 
4 A 1 (AO1a) 
5 D 1 (AO1a) 
6 J 1 (AO1a) 
7 F 1 (AO1a) 
8 B 1 (AO1a) 
9 G 1 (AO1a) 
10 C 1 (AO1a) 

 
 

Questions 11-20  
 

Question 
Number 

Acceptable answers Reject Mark 

 Do not mark correct ANY responses containing more than THREE words. 
 If the candidate gives more than one answer and the correct answer is 

present, mark it INCORRECT. 
 Any comprehensible spelling of the correct answer will be acceptable. 
 The words in brackets are optional. 

11 headphones  1 (AO1b)  
12 hotels / houses  1 (AO1d) 
13 anxious  1 (AO1b) 
14 (a) book  1 (AO1b) 
15 (a) heart-stopping (moment)   1 (AO1d) 
16 Winter (Island)   1 (AO1b) 
17 penguin(s)  1 (AO1b) 
18 (the) Polar Plunge   1 (AO1b) 
19 (a / near) stranger   1 (AO1d) 
20 (a) different (person)  1 (AO1d) 

 
 

  



 

Questions 21-25   
 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

If the candidate gives more than one answer and the correct answer is present, mark 
it INCORRECT. 
21 The only correct answer is D. 

 
A is not correct as the text mentions that Ally has never 
wanted to travel alone. 
 
B is not correct as the text mentions there being research 
stations in Antarctica, but not that Ally had a research 
project to do. 
 
C is not correct as the text states that, where she could, 
she avoided contact with people. 
 

1 (AO1c) 

22 The only correct answer is B. 
 
A is not correct as the text states that Ally travelled to 
Argentina alone. 
 
C is not correct as the text mentions that Ally went straight 
to her cabin when she boarded the ship. 
D is not correct as the text states that the sea was ‘known 
for being rough and unpredictable’. 

1 (AO1c) 

23 The only correct answer is D. 
 
A is not correct as the text states that Ally carried a book 
with her so she could avoid speaking to the other guests. 
 
B is not correct as the text states that Ally was ‘listening to 
the friendly chatter around me’. 
 
C is not correct as the text states that Ally ‘hurried with 
them, forgetting my shyness’. 
 

1 (AO1c) 

24 The only correct answer is C. 
 
A is not correct as the text states ‘taking a short trip on an 
inflatable boat to reach our destination’.  
 
B is not correct as the text mentions ‘I couldn’t stop 
laughing and nor could the other 11 passengers’. 
  

1 (AO1c) 



 

D is not correct as the text states ‘the group members 
wandered off separately’. 

25 The only correct answer is A. 
 
B is not correct as the text states ‘We went on a gentle two-
mile walk’.  
 
C is not correct as the text does not mention that they 
went for a long swim, they only leapt ‘into the freezing 
waters of Antarctica, followed by a quick exit’.  
 
D is not correct as the text states they entered the water 
‘one by one’ and Ally went into the water with one other 
person. 
 

1 (AO1c) 

 
 

Questions 26-30  
 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

If the candidate gives more than one answer and the correct answer is present, mark 
it INCORRECT. 
26 True 1 (AO1c) 
27 True 1 (AO1d) 
28 Not Given 1 (AO1c) 
29 False 1 (AO1d) 
30 False 1 (AO1c) 

 
Questions 31-40  

 
Question 
Number 

Acceptable answers Reject Mark 

 Do not mark correct ANY responses containing more than THREE words. 
 If the candidate gives more than one answer and the correct answer is 

present, mark it INCORRECT. 
 Any comprehensible spelling of the correct answer will be acceptable. 
 The words in brackets are optional. 

31 plastic  1 (AO1b) 
32 marketing  1 (AO1b) 
33 healthy diet  1 (AO1b) 
34 soft / sugary drinks  1 (AO1b) 



 

35 water (sources)  1 (AO1b) 
36 aluminium / glass  1 (AO1b) 
37 (refill) service  1 (AO1b) 
38 chlorine  1 (AO1b) 
39 (environmental) damage  1 (AO1b) 
40 convenience  1 (AO1b) 

 

Questions 41-45 

Question 
Number 

Acceptable answers Mark 

Any comprehensible spelling of the correct answer will be acceptable. 
41 health 1 (AO1b) 
42 benefits 1 (AO1c) 
43 safe 1 (AO1b) 
44 option 1 (AO1b) 
45 doubtful 1 (AO1d) 

 
 

WRITING 
 

Question 
Number 

 Mark 

Part 4 Part 4 is marked out of 10, using the two grids below. 10 
 

 
Mark Communication, content and organisation (AO2a/AO2b) 
0 No rewardable material. 
1-2  Candidates have referred to at least one bullet point. 

 Task completed to a limited extent, with little development of the 
bullets provided. 

 Little awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register. 
 Organisation is limited with little effective use of cohesive devices, 

paragraphing and punctuation. 

3-4  Candidates have referred to at least two bullet points. 
 Task completed to some extent, with some development of the 

bullets provided. 
 Some awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register. 
 Organisation is adequate with some effective use of cohesive 

devices, paragraphing and punctuation. 



 

5  Candidates have referred to all three bullet points. 
 Task completed mostly successfully, with effective development of 

the bullets provided. 
 Secure awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register. 
 Organisation is consistent with effective use of cohesive devices, 

paragraphing and punctuation. 

 
 

Mark Range and accuracy (AO2a/AO2c) 
0 No rewardable material. 
1-2  Range of vocabulary is limited. 

 Range of appropriate structures is limited. 
 The writing is generally inaccurate and errors cause confusion. 

3-4  Range of vocabulary is appropriate for some of the response. 
 Some range of appropriate structures. 
 The writing is accurate for some of the response and any errors 

generally do not impact on meaning. 
5  Range of vocabulary is appropriate for most of the response. 

 Range of appropriate structures, although there may be some 
lapses. 

 The writing is accurate for most of the response and there are very 
few errors. 

  



 

Question 
Number 

 Mark 

Part 5 Part 5 is marked out of 20, using the grid on the next page. 
Award up to 5 marks for each column. 

20 

 
 
 

Question 
Number 

 Mark 

Part 6 Part 6 is marked out of 25. 
Use the indicative content below for 5 marks, plus the grid on 
the next page for 20 marks. 
Award up to 5 marks for each column. 

20 

 
Indicative Content: 
Three benefits of moving to a different country:  
 

 new / local places to explore 
 visit nearby countries 
 knowledge  
 experience 
 new friendships / relationships / conversations 
 professional connections 
 helps future career. 

 
Reward any other valid points. 
(Any three, one mark each.)  
 

3 

 
Indicative Content: 
Two disadvantages of moving to a different country: 
 

 culture shock 
 homesickness 
 language barrier / learning the language 
 balancing finances / expenses 
 finding work /earning money 
 need to save money 
 needs thought / planning. 

 
Reward any other valid points. 
(Any two, one mark each.) 

2 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Assessment criteria: writing skills assessment grid     This grid should be used for marking Parts 5 and 6. 

 

Mark Communication and content 
(AO2b/AO2d) 

Lexical range and accuracy 
(AO2c) 

Grammatical range and 
Accuracy (AO2c) 

Effective organisation 
(AO2a) 

5 Candidates have referred to all 
three bullet points. 
The response… 
 communicates most successfully. 
 conveys the information set out 

in the task. 
 uses appropriate tone and 

register for the audience. 

 Wide range of vocabulary. 
 Appropriate and effective use of 

vocabulary to address the 
requirements of the task. 

 Very good control of vocabulary 
with very few errors. 

 Wide range of both 
straightforward and complex 
grammatical structures. 

 Appropriate and effective use 
of these structures to address 
the requirements of the task. 

 Very good control of these 
structures with very few errors. 

 Very coherent piece of writing. 
 Appropriate use of cohesive 

devices, paragraphing and 
punctuation. 

 High degree of fluency that 
would require no effort on the 
part of a native speaker. 

3-4 Candidates have referred to at 
least two bullet points. 
The response… 
 generally communicates 

successfully. 
 conveys more than half of the 

information set out in the task. 
 generally uses appropriate tone 

and register for the task. 

 Good range of vocabulary. 
 Generally appropriate and 

effective use of vocabulary to 
address the requirements of 
the task. 

 Occasional lapses in lexical 
control. 

 Good range of both 
straightforward and complex 
grammatical structures. 

 Generally appropriate and 
effective use of these structures 
to address the requirements of 
the task. 

 Occasional lapses in control of 
more complex structures. 

 Generally coherent piece of 
writing. 

 Generally appropriate use of 
cohesive devices, 
paragraphing and 
punctuation. 

 Moderate degree of fluency 
that would cause a native 
speaker to hesitate. 

1-2 Candidates have referred to at 
least one bullet point. 
The response… 
 occasionally communicates 

successfully. 
 conveys less than half of the 

information set out in the task. 
 only sometimes uses appropriate 

tone and register for the task. 

 Adequate but predictable range 
of vocabulary. 

 Occasionally uses appropriate 
and effective vocabulary to 
address the requirements of 
the task. 

 Frequent lapses in lexical 
control. 

 Adequate but predictable range 
of straightforward grammatical 
structures. 

 Occasionally appropriate and 
effective use of these structures 
to address the requirements of 
the task. 

 Frequent lapses in grammatical 
control. 

 Occasionally coherent piece of 
writing. 

 Limited or repetitive use of 
cohesive devices, 
paragraphing and 
punctuation. 

 Low degree of fluency that 
requires some effort on the 
part of the native speaker. 

0 No rewardable material. No rewardable material. No rewardable material. No rewardable material. 
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