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General Marking Guidance 

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according 

to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to 

award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 

limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 

 

 

Assessment Objective 3 (AO3): Understand a wide range of recorded material 

spoken at normal speed. 
 

AO3a Understand the overall message of a spoken passage 
 

AO3b Identify essential and finer points of detail in spoken 

material 
 

AO3c Understand a conversation where information is being 

negotiated and exchanged 
 

AO3d Identify a speaker's viewpoint and attitude, stated and 

implied 
 

 

 

 



 

Part 1  

 

Question  

Number  

Answer Mark 

     1 E − Biographies or real-life stories (1) (AO3a) 

     2 A − Science fiction (1) (AO3a) 

     3 D − Detective and crime (1) (AO3a) 

     4 F − Classical literature (1) (AO3a) 

     5 G − Fantasy novels (1) (AO3a) 

     6 30 / thirty years (ago) (1) (AO3b) 

     7 voucher(s)  (1) (AO3b) 

     8 
sharing stories / sponsored reads / quizzes / storytelling /  

reading out stories 

(1) (AO3b) 

     9 (a) professional / storyteller / famous writer (1) (AO3b) 

    10 online (1) (AO3b) 

 

 

Part 2 

 
 
Question  

Number  

Answer Reject Mark 

• Any comprehensible spelling of the correct answer will be acceptable. 

• Do not mark as correct any response containing more then THREE words. 

• The words in brackets are optional. 

    11 wasted  (1) (AO3b) 

    12 (popular) bank  (1) (AO3b) 

    13 local businesses / local shops   (1) (AO3b) 

    14 unique  (1) (AO3b) 

    15 head office  (1) (AO3b) 

    16 artists / craftspeople  (1) (AO3b) 

    17 taxes / tax  (1) (AO3b) 

    18 recognise / get to know  (1) (AO3b) 

    19 B − does not let you try what you plan to buy  (1) (AO3d) 

    20 B − you might meet a friend and have a chat  (1) (AO3d) 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Part 3 
 

 
Question  

Number  

Acceptable Answer Mark 

    21 

The Great British Spring Clean campaign / supporting  

the clean up campaign / supporting cleaning up of 

beaches, beauty spots / streets 

(1)(AO3c) 

    22 
thinks it’s ambitious / is sceptical / does not think it’s 

doable / doubtful 

(1)(AO3c) 

    23 
photograph the bags of litter/ share the picture 

online / go to (hashtag) LitterHeroes 

(1)(AO3c) 

    24 

he wants to show he’s better than his younger  

brother / he does not want to be worse than his 

younger brother / (it’s a ) competition 

(1)(AO3c) 

    25 
satisfying / worthwhile / could be treated as a  

treasure hunt  

(1)(AO3c) 

 

Question  

Number  

Correct Answer  Mark 

    26 B − To be responsible for where they live (1)(AO3d) 

    27 C − To protect the seas and oceans (1)(AO3d) 

    28 D − A lot can be done on a simple family walk 
(1)(AO3d) 

    29 B − Listener support will change things for the better (1)(AO3d) 

    30 A − Wear strong, tough gloves (1)(AO3d) 

 

 

Part 4 

 
 
Question  

Number  

Correct Answer Mark 

• Any comprehensible spelling of the correct answer will be acceptable. 

• Do not mark as correct  any response containing more than THREE words. 

• The words in brackets are optional. 

    31 organ (1)(AO3b) 

    32 concentration / memory  (1)(AO3b) 

    33 recipes / recipe leaflets / ideas / inspiration (1)(AO3b) 

    34 researchers / scientists  (1)(AO3d) 

    35 cope /  deal (1)(AO3d) 

    36 omega-3 / fatty acids   (1)(AO3d) 

    37 economical / great value (1)(AO3d) 



 

    38 dehydrated (1)(AO3b) 

    39 walk  (1)(AO3b) 

    40 (wider) variety (1)(AO3d) 
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